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a modern town. In "Fors" he gives us the following
account of the district between Sydenham and Penge,
within his memory one of the fairest regions of the
South of England: " That same district is now
covered by, literally, many thousands of houses, built
within the last ten years of rotten brick, with various
iron devices to hold it together. They, every one,
have a drawing-room and dining-room, transparent
from back to front. They have a second story of
bedrooms, and an underground one of kitchen. They
are fastened in a Siamese-twin manner together by
their sides, and each couple has a Greek or Gothic
portico shared between them, with magnificent steps and
highly ornamented capitals. Attached to every double
block are exactly similar double parallelograms of garden,
laid out in new gravel and scanty turf, on the model of
the pleasure grounds in the Crystal Palace, and enclosed
by high, thin, and pale brick walls. The gardens in
front are fenced from the road with an immense weight
of cast iron, and entered between two square gate-posts,
with projecting stucco cornices, bearing the information
that the eligible residence within is Mortimer House or
Montague Villa. On the other side of the road, which
is laid freshly down with large flints, and is deep at the
sides in ruts of yellow mud, one sees Burleigh House,
or Devonshire Villa, still to let, and getting leprous in
patches all over the fronts. ... Of the men, their wives
and children, who live in any of these houses, probably
not the fifth part are possessed of one common manly
or womanly skill, knowledge, or means of happiness.
The men can indeed write, and cast accounts, and go
to town every day to get their living by doing so \
the women and children can perhaps read story-books,ing not based upon first hand.sionstain this sentiment.eligious policy, and of a
